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Disclaimer 
This article was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This article may contain references or links to 
statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. The information provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is not intended to take the place of either 
the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations and other interpretive materials for a full and accurate statement 
of their contents.   
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Signature 
Requirement 

Met 

Contact billing 
provider and ask a 
non-standardized 
follow up question 

1 Legible full signature  X 

2 Legible first initial and last name X 

3 Illegible signature over a typed or printed name X 

4 Illegible signature where the letterhead, addressograph or other 
information on the page indicates the identity of the signator.  

Example:  An illegible signature appears on a prescription.  The 
letterhead of the prescription lists 3 physicians’ names.  One of 
the names is circled.  

X 

5 Illegible signature NOT over a typed/printed name and NOT on 
letterhead, but the submitted documentation is accompanied 
by: 

1) a signature log, or 
2) an attestation statement 

X 

6 Illegible Signature NOT over a typed/printed name, NOT on 
letterhead and the documentation is UNaccompanied by: 

a) a signature log, or 
b) an attestation statement  

X 

7 Initials over a typed or printed name X 

8 Initials NOT over a typed/printed name but accompanied by: 
a) a signature log, or 
b) an attestation statement 

X 

9 Initials NOT over a typed/printed name UNaccompanied by: 

a) a signature log, or 
b) an attestation statement 

X 

10 Unsigned typed note with provider’s typed name 

Example:  
                    John Whigg, MD 

X 

11 Unsigned typed note without providers typed/printed name X 

12 Unsigned handwritten note, the only entry on the page X 

13 Unsigned handwritten note where other entries on the same 
page in the same handwriting are signed.   

X 

14 “signature on file”             X 


